
who is our parish youth 
pastor. It was a good way 
to start putting together a 
plan of how our parishes 
can best serve the interests 
of our young people. 

The parish pilgrimage is 
only two weeks away, and 
because of cancellations, 
and expected bookings not 
being made, we have five 
places still available. If you 
know anyone who wants to 
go to Rome on the pil-
grimage please let me 
know today! As we have 
already bought the air tick-
ets, if anyone would like to 
go to Rome during half 
term without the pilgrim-
age package—flights on-
ly—also let me know.  

How have you got on with 
the little Scipture books 
this week? If you didn’t get 
one, I do have a few copies 
left—first come, first 
served! 

It’s been quite a week of 
activity this week. I would 
like to thank everyone 
form our parishes who 
came to the Tuesday even-
ing Liturgy for the opening 
of the Deanery Visitation. 
It was so heartening to see 
around 50 of our parish-
ioners there, meeting with 
a multitude from across the 
parishes of North Stafford-
shire. The Archbishop told 
us that his main focus dur-
ing the Visitation is to see 
how parishes are looking 
outward into the commu-
nities around us. There 
will be an opportunity to 
meet His Grace the Arch-
bishop when he comes, but 
I will give you more details 
once I’ve worked out 
where we can have that 
meeting. 

Thursday evening was a 
beautiful celebration for 
Our Lady of Grace Acade-

my, and for English Mar-
tyrs’ parish, as we cele-
brated the 50th Anniver-
sary of the opening of the 
school, as English Martyrs’ 
primary, by Bishop Cleary 
in 1967. It was a particular 
joy to recognise the part 
played by Maurice Salt, 
who was headmaster for 27 
years, as Bishop McGough 
presented him with the 
Diocesan Ubi Caritas Award 
on behalf of the Archbish-
op. It was richly deserved, 
and it is good to see how 
Our Lady of Grace is thriv-
ing today, 50 years on. It is 
now in the top 5 per cent 
of schools in the country 
for improvement between 
Key Stage 1 and 2. This is 
something we can all cele-
brate. 

On Friday evening, we had 
the first meeting of young 
people from our parishes 
with Jonny Leybourne, 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Francis Borgia 

1510-1572 
Francis was part of a well 
known aristocratic family 
in Spain, and became a 
duke at the age of 33. He 
had a happy marriage to 
Eleanor, which bore 8 chil-
dren. After the death of his 
wife, Francis astonished 
everyone by handing his 
title and wealth to his son, 
and becoming a Jesuit 
priest, aged 41. After an 

early missionary journey to 
Peru, he was given respon-
sibility for setting up Jesuit 
colleges in Spain, later 
taking charge of the mis-
sions in the East and West 
Indies. He was elected 3rd 
father general of the Or-
der, and had great success 
founding the Jesuit Univer-
sity in Rome and advising 
kings, while remaining 
holy and humble. He was 
canonised in 1670. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
You may also request Confession from one of the priests at 
other times outside these advertised times. 

Saturday 7th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Sheila Barron 

Sunday 8th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Gerald Byrne 

Twenty-Seventh   11.00am   Holy Mass  Kevin & Ethol Price 

Sunday of the Year  1.00pm   Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 9th 9.15am    Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Ss Anthony & Rita) 

Blessed John Henry   2.00pm  Requiem Mass Patricia Clarke RIP 

Newman  6.00pm   Holy Mass Peter Moran 

Tuesday 10th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 11th   12noon  Holy Mass Marianne Slack 

St John XXIII       

Thursday 12th 
Feria 

 9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) 
(OL of the Rosary) 

For the Intention of the School 

Friday 13th   9.30am  Holy Mass Peter Moran 

St Edward the Confes-
sor 

   6.00pm Holy Mass Fr Joseph Davenport & Fr Tom 
O’Connor 

Saturday 14th 9.15am    Holy Mass  Michael Cullen 

Our Lady    6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Winefride & Leonard Atherton 

Sunday 15th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Deceased of Thompson Family 

Twenty-Eighth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Stephen Holmes 

Sunday of the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 6.00pm    Holy Mass Thanksgiving (NB) 

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (BMcG) 

   5.00pm  Reception of Body Patricia Clarke RIP 

   2.30pm  Funeral Service Neil Hogan RIP 

Feria 9.15am    Holy Mass (Our Lady 
of the Rosary) 

Jean Sutch 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 
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PASTORAL Parish Priest’s Surgery  

The next Parish Priest’s surgery 
hour, when Fr Julian can be seen for 
any arrangements or enquiries, is on 
Monday 9th October at 7pm at St 
Joseph’s Presbytery. There will also 
be Surgery hour on 16th October, 
but Fr Julian will not be available on 
23rd October. Please telephone the 
parish office on Monday if you wish 
to confirm that the Surgery hour is 
on any particular Monday. 

difficult otherwise. If anyone cannot 
bear the cost, it will be subsidised. 
Please let Fr Julian have the confer-
ence fee of £150 as soon as possible. 

Parish Mission Please pray for the 
Mission which will be taking place at 
St Joseph’s, led by the Franciscans of 
the Renewal, 19th to 24th May 2018 
(Please note change of date). Fr Ber-
nard Murphy and the Franciscan Sis-
ters from Leeds will lead this. 

Welcome Ministry at St John’s 
We have mentioned welcome minis-
try before. Now is the time to start 
to put it into action. We are going to 
start with St John’s. So we need a 
team who will be prepared to wel-
come people at the beginning of 
Mass. If you feel called to be part of 
this please let Fr Julian or Brenda 
McGough know. We’ll then arrange 
a meeting to start preparing it. 

RENOVATION 
What next with 
Alpha? The next 
Alpha will begin on 
Saturday 4th No-
vember and will run 
on Saturday morn-

ings at 9am until 6th January 2018. 
Maybe this is the time for you to do 
Alpha? Maybe you know someone 
who has turned away from faith, or 
whom you know needs to find faith 
in Jesus. Pray for that person, and 
then invite them. Let’s get inviting! 

Divine Renovation Conference 
For those who are going to the Di-
vine Renovation Conference: please 
note that we will now be departing 
on the evening of Tuesday 17th Oc-
tober and staying two nights in Lon-
don for the conference, as the early 
start to the schedule makes it very 

Adoration Day at St John’s The 
annual day of prayer for vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life at St 
John’s is on Friday this week, 13th 
October. The day will begin with 
Mass at 9.30am, followed by Adora-
tion ending with Benediction at 
5.00pm. There is a list at the back of 
Church to sign up for a time of 
watching and Adoration. Please en-
sure that all the slots are filled. 

Month of the Rosary Before Sun-
day Masses we will have the Rosary 
throughout the month of October. 
Volunteers are needed to lead the 
Rosary starting 20 minutes before 
each Mass. Please see Fr Julian to 
volunteer to lead. This Sunday we 
pray the Joyful Mysteries. Next Sun-
day it will be the Luminous Myster-
ies. 

Rome Pilgrimage Meeting For all 
those who are going on the pilgrim-
age to Rome and Assisi there will be 
a meeting on Thursday 12th October 
at 7pm at St Joseph’s Goldenhill. If 
you are coming on the pilgrimage, 
please make every effort to come to 
the meeting. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

Cake Sale There will be a cake  sale 
at St Patrick’s on Sunday 22nd Octo-
ber (change of date) as part of the 
fund raising for the youth pilgrimage.  
The cake sale at St Joseph’s raised 
£51.20. 

Youth Evening It was great to see 
those who came to the Friday evening 
gathering. Watch this space to find 
out what is happening in the future 
for young people in our parishes. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
There are no lamp dedications this week. 
 
All the sanctuary lamps at our four 
churches are available for dedication. The 
lamp burns all week—minimum donation 
£5. Please see Fr Julian (or Tony Gian-
nasi for St John’s) to arrange. 

Christmas Party The Friendship 
Club Christmas Party will be on 
Tuesday 12th December. Everyone is 
welcome, whether you usually come 
to the Friendship Club or not. Save 
the date! 

Biddulph & Packmoor Autumn 
Fayre This year the fayre will be on 
Saturday 18th November and will be 
back at Biddulph Town Hall. There 
are lists at the back of English Mar-
tyrs’ church so you can sign up to 
help. Also, please ensure you have  
some Grand Prize Draw tickets to 
sell. The draw will be at the Fayre. 

His Grace the Archbishop will 
come to our parishes on the 4th 
and 5th November. He will preach 
at each Mass and will want to meet 
with parishioners during the visit. As 
it is important that we be present for 
the Visitation, parishioners are asked 
to try to keep this time free so as to 
be able to come to Mass. There will 
be an opportunity to come and meet 
the Archbishop on Sunday 5th at 
4pm—more details later  

V ISITATION 

Go to Mass… 
For someone who can’t 

Around the world, 
huge numbers of 
Catholics cannot go 
to Mass, because of 
religious persecution. 
Aid to the Church in 

Need are launching a campaign for 
those of us who can freely go to 
Mass, to take on going to an extra 
Mass each week, on behalf of—and 
to pray for—someone who cannot. It 
is such a simple thing to do, and such 
a beautiful gift. It is this sort of spir-
itual offering which bears great fruit, 
even if we cannot immediately see 
that fruit. Which extra Mass are you 
going to this week? 



Entrance Antiphon: Within your will, O Lord, 
all things are established, and there is none 
that can resist your will. For you have made 
all things, the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is held within the circle of heaven; you 
are the Lord of all. 
Psalm Response: The vineyard of the Lord is the 
House of Israel. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I chose 
you from the world to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last, says the Lord. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface Ordinary Sundays II  Eucharistic Prayer II 
Acclamation:  We proclaim... 
Communion Antiphon: The Lord is good to those 
who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£328.95, Non Gift Aid £193.89. 
Total £522.84.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £152.50, Non 
Gift Aid £165.35. Total £317.85.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £185.00, Non 
Gift Aid £161.34. Total £346.34.  

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.190 J Moran; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.55 P Potts; 3rd Prize £5, No.148 
D Hughes. Reminder that the month-
ly subs are due. 

Kidsgrove Autumn Raffle St 
John’s will be holding an Autumn 
raffle with tickets going on sale next 
week. If you could donate a prize it 
would be much appreciated i.e. Bot-
tle of Wine/Spirits, Chocolates and 
Toiletries (no Bric-a-Brac please).   

APF Red Boxes Could the Gold-
enhill Parishioners bring their Red 
Boxes to church during October so 
that they can be counted. Please hand 
to Paul Pender? Thank you. 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Matthew 21:33-43   

In today’s Gospel Jesus returns to the Old Testament symbol of the vineyard 
to teach about Israel, the Church, and the kingdom of God. In the first Read-
ing, God is the owner and the house of Israel is the vineyard. A cherished 
vine, Israel was plucked from Egypt and transplanted in a fertile land special-
ly spaded and prepared by God, hedged about by the city walls of Jerusalem, 
watched over by the towering Temple. But the vineyard produced no good 
grapes for the wine, a symbol for the holy lives God wanted for His people. 
So God allowed His vineyard to be overrun by foreign invaders. Jesus picks 
up the story where Isaiah leaves off. Israel’s religious leaders, the tenants in 
His parable, have learned nothing from the past. Instead of producing good 
fruit, they’ve killed the servants, the prophets sent to gather the harvest of  
souls. In a foreshadowing of His own crucifixion outside Jerusalem, Jesus 
says the tenants’ final outrage will be to seize the owner’s son, and to kill 
him. For this, the vineyard - the kingdom of God - will be taken away and 
given to new tenants: the leaders of the Church, who will produce its fruit. 
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And also to Kaden James and Ethan 
Lee Shaw who are being received 
into full communion with the 
Church. 

Wedding 

Congratulations to Michael Simcock 
and Michelle Hadnum who were 
married at English Martyrs’ Church 
on Friday. 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Patricia Clarke. Reception 
into St John’s Church will take place 
on Sunday 8th October at 5pm. Req-
uiem Mas for the repose of her soul 
will be on Monday 9th October at 
2pm.  

Also for the soul of Neil Hogan. A 
funeral service to pray for the repose 
of his soul will be on Thursday 12th 
October at St John’s at 2.30pm. 

 Requiescant in Pace 

Our Lady of Grace Partnership Safeguarding Team 

Each of our churches has a dedicated safeguarding representative, though all of our reps 
meet and work together alongside the Parish Priest. If you have a concern about the 
welfare or safety of a child or vulnerable adult during a parish event or activity, please 
contact one of the safeguarding reps, or alternatively contact the Diocesan Safeguarding 
Office on cpo@rc-birmingham.org or call 0121 230 6240. Our reps for each church 
are: 
English Martyrs: Mary Lomas  St John’s: Brenda McGough 
St Joseph’s: Suzanne Meakin  St Patrick’s: Peter Whitehouse 
Their contact details are available on the noticeboard. If you are ever concerned for the 
immediate safety of a child or vulnerable adult please call the police. 

RE Teacher Required St Thomas 
More Catholic Academy are looking 
for a temporary part time RE teacher 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the church 
to Olivia Florence Cope who will be 
baptised at St Joseph’s Church today. 

for January. For more information, 
please look at the website 
www.stmca.org.uk and to apply 
please send  an up to date CV to 
jbeardmore@stmca.org.uk. Applica-
tions close on Monday 16th October, 
at noon. 

Tour of Westminster A coach trip 
to London and a private tour of 
Westminster has been organised by 
Karen Bradley MP for Staffordshire 
Moorlands Constituents. The coach 
will depart at 9am on 16th Novem-
ber from Robin Hood Travel, Leek. 
The tour is free but the cost of the 
coach is £18. If interested contact 
Jamie on  01538 382421. 


